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Introduction

Argentina’s myriad social justice groups, community kitchens, neighbourhood free clinics and cultural centres, self-directed affordable housing initiatives, popular education programs, worker-recouperated and -run businesses, the largest—and still expanding—worker cooperative sector in Latin America…. These are just a handful of examples of what is known in Argentina and other countries in Latin America as the social and solidarity economy: a vast array of alternative economic practices and organizations emerging over the past two decades as responses to the cyclical economic crises and social dead ends spawned by the neoliberal model of the 1980s and 1990s. In response to the need for both a deeper understanding of this “other” economy, and facilitating the skilling and education of social economy practitioners and specialists, over the last two decades academics and researchers in Argentina have been establishing and advancing numerous university programs granting graduate and undergraduate degrees in social economy studies, offering courses and diplomas on the social economy, or setting up extension programs that work in solidarity with alternative economic communities. Surprisingly, there has been a paucity of research to date documenting these university programs or exploring how they specifically address the needs of Argentina’s social and solidarity economy.

In this paper I report on some of the findings of documentary research and fieldwork conducted in the summer of 2009 that desired to map out and better understand the characteristics of these formal and non-formal university-based programs that surged, concomitantly, with the emergence of Argentina’s post-neoliberal social and solidarity economy. My in situ fieldwork conducted for the Southern Ontario Social Economy Node’s Project 20: “New Social Economy Initiatives in Latin America,” headed by Prof. Daniel Schugurensky out of the University of Toronto’s Ontario Institute for Studies in Education,
 managed to document 27 university- or college-social economy partnerships that look at building and supporting the knowledge-base and skills of professionals and protagonists working with or in Argentina’s social economy. To gain a deeper look at these programs, I also engaged in a focused look at seven of these university programs, conducting in-depth interviews with seven program heads or experts, and with six students, graduates, and social economy protagonists participating in these programs.

In this paper, I first lay out some of the main findings of this research by providing a taxonomy of these programs, which includes four types of formal and non-formal education initiatives for the social economy: 1) formal postgraduate or undergraduate degree programs, 2) formal postgraduate and undergraduate university diploma programs (usually within a broader degree), 3) formal postsecondary and terminal certificate or diploma programs, and 4) non-formal university extension programs working with social economy organizations (see Appendix).
 Secondly, I begin to sketch out this taxonomy by briefly reporting on the highlights of two illustrative case studies that show some of the most common characteristics of these formal and non-formal university programs: the Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento’s Maestría en Economía Social (Masters in Social Economy) in the Greater Buenos Aires suburb of Los Polvorines, and the relationship between the worker-recuperated enterprise Unión Solidaria de Trabajadores (UST) and Universidad Nacional de Quilmes’s university extension program “Trabajo Autogestionado” (Self-Managed Work) in the southern Buenos Aires suburb of Avellaneda’s Wilde neighborhood. 

The Social and Solidarity Economy in Argentina 

The transformative potential of the social economy—sites of economic production and distribution neither controlled by the state nor owned by private interests, and predominated by social objectives that meet members’ needs—is well understood as spanning a continuum that positions it (and its myriad organizations and practices) somewhere within reformist designs for a kinder capitalist market system on one end to more utopian visions for a radically democratic form of economic life on the other (Amin, 2009; Fontan & Shragge, 2000; McMurtry, 2010). The organizations of Argentina’s social and solidarity economy that have emerged as both reactions to and attempts at moving beyond neoliberal crises in recent years are situated towards the latter end of the spectrum, without, at times, downplaying the importance of seeking out concrete economic reforms at the same time (Vieta, Larrabure, & Schugurensky, 2010).

The vast growth in the social and solidarity economy in Argentina in last 20 years or so (as in Brazil, Uruguay, Venezuela, and Bolivia, for example) has been undergirded in many cases by values and practices of mutual aid, community wellbeing, cooperative social production, and bottom-up and directly-democratic self-determination. Cross-pollinating within Latin America’s “left turn” (Arditi, 2008) in what I have called elsewhere “the contagion of directly democratic and popular forms of resistance across Latin America” (Vieta, 2010, p. 6),
 these groups’ economic values and practices aim at overcoming gaps in social inequalities brought on by unjust markets, fraudulent business closures, virulent enclosures of natural resource commons, complacent governments, and recurring crises (Amin, 2009; Ruggeri et al. 2009). 
Formal and Non-Formal Education and Argentina’s Social and Solidarity Economy

Part of the concientization of Argentina’s social and solidarity economy has included the emergence of at least 27 university-based social economy programs across Argentina over the past two decades (see Appendix). These programs have seen both academics sympathetic to socio-economic transformation and protagonists of the social economy collaborating in order to: 1) document this growing alternative economy, 2) support it through capacity and skills building, 3) lobby governments for more proactive labour and cooperative policies and laws, and 4) train professionals to work with and within the social economy. This paper aims, most broadly, to begin to trace out this new university-social economy educational and capacity-building collaboration.

While social enterprises specifically focused on training or educating marginalized people, the unemployed, workers, or cooperative members have existed historically in Argentina since the late 19th century (Gutíerrez & Romero, 2007), these new programs differentiate themselves from older social enterprise educational initiatives in part because they are predominantly initiated by sympathetic, politically committed, or radicalized academics desiring to work closely with social economy actors and assist, often in action research-based projects, with their socio-political desires, learning needs, organizational capacity building, and production requirements. 
 Both the UNGS’s formal MES program that began out of the university’s Instituto Conurbano starting in 2004—the first, most prestigious, and most emulated of the university-social economy formal programs of the post-neoliberal era—and the more-recent non-formal extension program of the UNQ, offer up evocative illustrations of this university-social economy educational collaboration, which I analyze in this paper.

Summary of Research Findings
Not surprisingly, all of the 27 university-social economy programs I have identified are present in the major urban centres of the country where the social and solidarity economy is most represented. For example, nine programs are present in the city of Buenos Aires, seven in the surrounding suburbs within the province of Buenos Aires, three in the urban centres of Sante Fe province, three in the industrial city of Córdoba, four in other smaller urban centres scattered across the country, and one program is run virtually. Tellingly, all but three of the nine official post-graduate and undergraduate programs granting degrees in social economy studies are located in the city of Buenos Aires or its surrounding suburbs, underscoring the economic, political, and cultural importance of the capital and its environs for national life.
What all of these programs ultimately have in common are their focus on educating professionals and social economy protagonists interested in learning ways to help guarantee and work for the long-term sustainability of the country’s social and solidarity economy. Most of these programs, moreover, tend to be politically invested in the wellbeing and viability of the social economy by including community service learning initiatives (McMurtry, 2010) such as volunteering or work-placement requirements for students within social economy organizations and encouraging action-based social research in collaboration with these organizations. At least four of the institutions I analyzed also facilitate extension programs that directly work to educate social economy protagonists and students in non-formal education strategies, or offer technical assistance for improving the management, work processes, community economic development initiatives, or the social outcomes of these organizations. 

These university programs also tend to be rooted in educational projects looking to, in various ways, better understand the social economy in general—its size, scope, reach, policy needs, and future possibilities for alternative economic organization in the country. They also research and report on, in the published work of their faculty and student theses and projects, the robustness, viability, or social and economic transformation potential of the social economy. These university interventions also tend to be, first and foremost, spearheaded by the notion of empowering the self-reliance and collaborative spirit of social economy organizations. Additionally, these programs strive to understand the role of non-formal and informal learning within social economy organizations as well as the ways that actors transform or politicize subjectively and intersubjectively (Larrabure, Vieta, & Schugurensky, 2010). Some of the extension programs, like the Universidad de Buenos Aires’s Programa de Extensión’s “Facultad Abierta,” out of the Faculty of Philosophy and Letters, and the UNQ’s “Trabajo Autogestionado” work directly with social economy organizations such as Argentina’s worker-recuperated enterprises by facilitating worker-led educational initiatives within the physical spaces of neighbourhood cultural centres or recuperated factory shop floors. Furthermore, the participative pedagogical values that tend to traverse all of these programs are often tinged with Freirian notions and practices of popular education (Álvarez, 2009; Coraggio, 2009). Finally, all of these programs can be said to respect the importance placed on education and training within more radical social economy projects, reminding one of Robert Owen’s (1820/1991) vision of intimately connecting his proposed agricultural and small industrial “villages” (p. xii) of  “combination and union” (p. 276) to the “training and education [of the] the association” of workers (p. 292) in order to positively “influence” their “circumstances” (p. 278) and in order to counter the worst aspects of the incumbent capitalist society. 

Appendix

	Formal and Nonformal Education and Learning for the Social Economy in Argentina (August 2009)

	 
	
	
	
	
	
	 

	 
	University or Institution
	Region
	Program
	Faculty
	Director(s)
	Website(s)

	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	I. Formal Postgraduate and Undergraduate Degree Programs
	 
	 
	 

	a) Postgraduate Programs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento 
	Prov. BA (GBA)
	Maestría en Economía Social
	Instituto del Conurbano
	José Luís Coraggio
	http://www.ungs.edu.ar/areas/pos_maestria_economia_social/1/maestria-en-economia-social-maes.html

	
	
	
	
	
	
	http://www.ungs.edu.ar/areas/pos_maestria_economia_social/2/mas-informacion.html

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2
	Universidad 3 de Febrero 
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Posgrado en Economía Social y Dirección de Entidades Sin Fines de Lucro 
	Programa de Ciencias de la Gestión
	Jorge Bragulat
	http://www.untref.edu.ar/posgrados/posgrados_19.htm

	3
	Universidad Nacional de Rosario
	Santa Fe (Rosario)
	Maestría en Entidades de la Economía Social
	El Centro de Estudios de Cooperativas, Mutuales y otras entidades de la Economía Social de la Facultad de Derecho 
	Mario Schujman 
	http://www.adepro.org.ar/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=850&Itemid=16

	
	
	
	
	
	
	http://www.unr.edu.ar/digiblog_nota/1165/nueva_maestr__a_interdisciplinaria.html

	4
	Universidad de Nacional de San Martin / Instituto de Altos Estudios Sociales (IDAES)
	Prov. BA (GBA)
	Maestría en Economía Solidaria y Desarrollo Asociativo 
	Escuela de Economía y Negocios (EEyN) de la Universidad de San Martín and Instituto de Altos Estudios Sociales
	Alejandro Rofman
	http://www.idaes.edu.ar/sitio/carreras.asp?idCarrera=13

	5
	Universidad de San Andrés / Universidad Torcuato di Tella / Centro de Estudios de Estadio y Sociedad (CEDES)
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Especialización/Posgrado en Organizaciones sin Fines de Lucro
	Postgrado en Desarrollo Social y Sociedad Civil
	Gabriel Berger
	http://www.udesa.edu.ar/Posgrados/Programas-de-Posgrado/Esp-OSFL

	
	
	
	
	
	
	http://www.udesa.edu.ar/Posgrados/Programas-de-Posgrado/Esp-OSFL/Posgrado-por-Dentro/Objetivos

	
	
	
	
	
	
	http://www.utdt.edu/ver_contenido.php?id_contenido=181&id_item_menu=823

	6
	Universidad Nacional de Cuyo
	Mendoza
	Maestría de Economía de los Sectores Sociales
	Facultad de Ciencias Económicas
	Juan Argentino Vega and Fabio Máximo Bertranou
	http://www.fce.uncu.edu.ar/contenido/

	b) Undergraduate Programs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Universidad del Museo Social Argentino
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Licenciatura en Administracion de Cooperativas y Mutuales
	Facultad de Ciencias Económicas, de la Administración, y de los Negocios
	NA
	http://www.umsa.edu.ar/

	2
	Universidad Católica de Santa Fe
	Santa Fe (Rosario)
	Licenciatura en Cooperativas 
	Facultad de Ciencias Económicas
	NA
	http://www.ucsf.edu.ar/economicas/index_planes.aspx

	
	
	
	
	
	
	http://www.ucsf.edu.ar/ 

	3
	Colegio de Graduados en Cooperativismo y Mutualismo de la República Argentina (CGCyM) / Universidad Nacional de Santiago del Estero
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Licienciado en Cooeprativismo y Mutualismo Semipresencial en la Ciudad de Buenos Aires
	CGCyM in CABA
	NA
	No website

	II. Formal Postgraduate and Undergraduate Diploma Programs
	 
	 
	 

	a) Postgraduate Programs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Universidad Bolivariana de Chile
	Virtual 
	Especialización Profesional en Desarrollo Local y Participación
	Does not seem to apply
	Ing. Lucio Capalbo
	http://ar.emagister.com/desarrollo-local-endogeno-cursos-2515238.htm

	2
	La Facultad Latinoamericana de Ciencias Sociales (FLACSO)
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Diploma Superior en Desarrollo Local y Economía Social
	Does not seem to apply
	Daniel García Delgado
	http://www.flacso.org.ar/politicaspublicas/docencia/diplomas/desarrollo-local-economia-social#1

	b) Undergraduate Programs
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Universidad Católica de Córdoba
	Córdoba
	Especialización en Gestión de Organizacion sin Fines de Lucro
	Facultad de Ciencias Económicas y de Administración
	NA
	http://ar.emagister.com/especializacion-gestion-organizacion-sin-fines-lucro-cursos-2538435.htm

	2
	Universidad Nacional de Lanús
	Prov. BA (GBA)
	Especialización en Economía Social
	Departamento de Desarrollo Productivo y Trabajo
	NA
	http://www.unla.edu.ar/departamentos/ddpt/carreras/especializacion/ecosoc/index.php

	3
	Universidad Nacional de La Plata
	Prov. BA (GBA)
	Técnicatura en Cooperativismo
	Facultad de Ciencias Económicas
	Verónica Montes and Alicia Ressel
	http://www.econo.unlp.edu.ar/articulo/2008/6/24/tecnicatura_en_cooperativismo

	4
	Universidad Catolica de Santa Fe
	Santa Fe (Rosario)
	Tecnicatura Universitaria en Cooperativas 
	Facultad de Ciencias Económicas
	NA
	http://www.ucsf.edu.ar/ 

	5
	Universidad Nacional de Quilmes
	Prov. BA (GBA)
	Asignatura en Teoría y práctica en Economía Social (tecnicatura)
	Diplomas en Ciencias Sociales y en Economía y Administración de la Universidad
	Claudia Alvarez and Rodolfo Pastore
	http://www.riless.org/formacion_desarrollo.shtml?x=48953

	6
	Universidad Nacional de Rio Negro
	Rio Negro
	Licienciatura en Administración con Orientación en Economía Social
	Does not seem to apply
	NA
	http://www.unrn.edu.ar/sitio/index.php/component/content/article/130-lic-en-administracion-economia-social

	7
	Universidad de Buenos Aires
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Trabajo Social, Ciencias de la Comunicación, Relaciones del Trabajo, Sociología, Ciencia Política
	Facultad de Ciencias Sociales
	Javier Adrián Bráncoli   
	http://www.me.gov.ar/edusol/pp_2k8.html

	III. Formal Diploma Program (Terminal)
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Instituto Superior de Estudios Lomas de Zamorra
	Prov. BA (GBA)
	Técnico Superior con Orientación en Cooperativas y Mutuales
	Does not seem to apply
	NA
	http://www.isel.edu.ar/carreras/ficha_carrera.php?id=3

	2
	Instituto de Formación Docente N° 23 de Tintina  Tintina, Santiago del Estero
	Santiago del Estero
	Tecnicatura Superior en Economía Social y Desarrollo Local
	 
	Fabián de Bueno
	http://www.me.gov.ar/edusol/pp_2k8.html

	3
	Instituto de Educación Superior Tafí del Valle, anexo Amaicha del Valle
	Tucumán
	Tecnicatura en Economía Social y Desarrollo Local
	Cátedra Historia y Sociología del Trabajo
	Rolando Antonio Massa (antomassa40@hotmail.com)
	No website

	4
	Universidad Nacional de Córdoba
	Córdoba
	Diplomado en Economía Social
	Instituto de Investigación y Formación en Administración Pública / Una Argentina Solidaria / Programa de Fortalecimiento a la Economía Social. Instituto de Financiamiento de Cooperativas de Trabajo (IFICOTRA)
	Carlos La Serna
	http://www.unaargentinasolidaria.org/article/diplomado-en-economia-social-iifap?lang=es

	5
	Universidad Nacional de Córdoba
	Córdoba
	Técnico Superior en Administración Cooperativa y Mutual 
	Escuela Superior de Comercio Manuel Belgrano
	NA
	http://www.saa.unc.edu.ar/de-grado/carreras-de-grado/por-facultades-y-escuelas/escuela-superior-de-comercio-manuel-belgrano-1/tecnico-superior-en-administracion-cooperativa-y/copy_of_tecnico-superior-en-administracion-cooperativa-y

	6
	Universidad Abierta Interamericana (UAI) / Colegio de Graduados en Cooperativismo y Mutualismo de la Rebuública Argentina (CGCyM)
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Diplomatura en Gerenciamiento de la Calidad en la Operatioria de Cooperativas
	CGCyM in CABA
	NA
	No website

	IV. University Extension Programs
	 
	 
	 
	 

	1
	Universidad de Buenos Aires
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Programa de Extensión
	Filosofía y Letras
	Andrés Ruggeri
	http://www.pagina12.com.ar/diario/universidad/10-128583-2009-07-21.html

	2
	Universidad de Buenos Aires
	Ciudad Autonomá de Buenos Aires (CABA)
	Observatorio Social sobre Empresas Recuperadas Autogestionadas (OSERA)
	Ciencias Sociales
	Julio Rebón
	 

	3
	Universidad Nacional de Quilmes
	Prov. BA (GBA)
	Trabajo Autogestionado / Cursos de Teoría y Práctica en Economía Social
	Programa de Extensión
	Claudia Alvarez and Rodolfo Pastore
	http://www.unq.edu.ar/layout/redirect.jsp?idSection=3381

	
	
	
	
	
	
	http://creesunq.blogspot.com/search/label/Capacitaci%C3%B3n
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� These seven programs included: 1) The Maestria en al Economía Social, Universidad Nacional de General Sarmiento; 2)


the Maestría en Administración Pública with a focus on the Economía Social of the Instituto de Investigación y Formación en Administración Pública (IIFAP), which includes the Una Argentina Solidaria project funded by the Canadian International Development Agency, Universidad Nacional de Córdoba; 3) the Tecnicatura en Cooperativismo, Facultad de Ciencias Económicas of the Universidad Nacional de La Plata (undergraduate diploma within the BA in Ciencias Económicas); 4) the University of Buenos Aires’s Facultad Abierta, Prógrama de Extensión of the Facultad de Filosofía y Letras, with a focus on supporting worker-recuperated enterprises during their times of conflict, offering consulting and support work processes at the recuperated enterprises and researching their scope and makeup via survey work, publications, and the Centro de Documentación de las Empresas Recuperadas por sus Trabajadores; 5) the Cátedra de Relaciones de Trabajo (headed by Prof. Héctor Palomino and director of the work relations secretariat at the Argentine Ministry of Labour) in the Facultad de Ciencias Sociales, Universidad de Buenos Aires; 6) the Centro Cultural de la Cooperación, Department of Cooperativism; and 7) the Universidad Nacional de Quilmes’s Extension Program with worker-recuperated enterprises and social economy institutions.


� Daniel Schugurensky (2000) theorizes that there are three types of social and institutional learning: formal, non-formal, and informal learning. Formal education, for Schugurensky, “refers to the institutional ladder that goes from preschool to graduate studies[,]…it is propaedeutic in nature…and it is a hierarchical system, usually with ministries of education at the top and students at the bottom ” (p. 1). Non-formal learning “refers to all organized educational programs that take place outside the formal school system, and are usually short-term and voluntary,” usually facilitated by teachers and even containing at times “a curriculum with various degrees of rigidity or flexibility” (p. 2). In non-formal learning scenarios, the student does not usually require prerequisite schooling or certification to attend these programs. Informal learning “includes all learning that occurs outside the curriculum of formal and non-formal educational institutions and programs” (p. 1), is social in nature, and often the learner is not aware that he is learning but rather engages in tacit learning. This paper focuses on the first two types of learning. For an analysis of non-formal learning in Argentina’s social economy, see Larrabure, Vieta, & Schugurensky (2010).


� Or what Antonio Negri (2003) has characterized as a new “energy of universal conviction and of egalitarian social recomposition” (p. 2).


� While there have been university-based or other formal and non-formal programs designed to train social economy protagonists or professionals before this new wave of formal and non-formal educational initiatives with the country’s social and solidarity economy, all of these previous initiatives tended to focus on training unionized workers or cooperative members within the cooperative and labour movements rather than a broader social economy (Coraggio, 2009; Schaffer, 1999). These older training and education initiatives included programs such as the Instituto de Educación Cooperativa of the now defunct and national multi-stakeholder and consumer cooperative El Hogar Obrero (Rodríguez Cabarcos, 2000), the Universidad del Museo Social Argentino’s cooperative and mutual undergrad degree program, and the various still-existing programs of the Colegio de Graduados en Cooperativismo y Mutualismo de la República Argentina, an initiative of various organizations of Argentina’s traditional cooperative movement (CGCyM, 2010). Additionally, most Argentine unions; the older union central, the Confederación General del Trabajo (CGT); and the newer Central de los Trabajadores Argentinos (CTA), also continue to have educational departments to service the educational needs of their rank and file. Focusing on university-specific programs, I have not included these union-based initiatives in this study.
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